
 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things were 

created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 

or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.     

Colossians 1:15&16 
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Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Michigan Region 

 

The priorities for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Michigan Region are: 

 

 Refresh, Renew, Revitalize, Transform our congregations: actively strengthening our 

leadership through the commissions of the region and Regional Elders. 

 Resource congregations and pastors for Conflict Management. 

 Endeavor to build unity while understanding and respecting our diversity. 

 Resource congregations to be missional. 

 Commit to training, mentorship and educational opportunities focused on our youth as 

our future and current church and denominational leaders. 
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Greetings from our Regional Minister 

 

Greetings Friends. Welcome to the 2020 Virtual Re-

gional Assembly. The covid-19 pandemic has disrupted 

our lives in so many ways, but it has also generated new 

and innovative ways to respond to the challenges. Mod-

ern technology has provided us the capability to gather 

from around the state without the necessity to travel. 

This is new for all of us, but the Assembly Planning 

Committee has worked hard to ensure the success of this endeavor. 

Please listen carefully and follow the instructions as to how we work to-

gether to have a meaningful experience. Thank you for your patience and 

understanding. To God be the glory. 

 

Shalom, 

 

 

Eugene W. James 

Regional Minister 

Colossians 1:15&16 
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Our Keynote Speaker 

Reverend Carol Devine 

 

Rev. Carol L. Devine is the minister for Green Chalice, the cre-

ation care ministry for the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) and the Communications Director for Lexington The-

ological Seminary. She is a lifelong Kentucky Disciple with a 

bachelor’s degree from Transylvania University, Master of Sci-

ence from the University of Kentucky and Master of Divinity 

from Lexington Theological Seminary. She was a teacher until 

God called her to ministry which only made sense to her when 

she took an Ecotheology course and was introduced to Ecotheologian, Sallie McFague. Carol 

was the pastor of a congregation for the last 11 years until God called her to make creation care 

her primary focus. She leads workshops and retreats, writes, teaches and preaches on saving 

the earth.  

 

Carol has three young adult children, loves to hike, cook, dance and read, but her greatest love 

is Jesus.  

 

Our Guest Speaker 

India Bobadilla 

 

India Bobadilla is vice president for the Great Lakes zone, which includes Indiana, Ohio, Illi-

nois, Wisconsin, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia. 

 

India has had a long career serving the general ministries of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Before joining the Foun-

dation staff in 2017, she served as an area director at Pension 

Fund. Prior to her work there, she served the Division of Over-

seas Ministries. She has a Bachelor of Science in business ad-

ministration from Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana. 
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Our Guest Speaker 

LaShawn Erby 

 

LaShawn Erby was born four months after Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. was assassinated at the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee. 
King founded the Poor People’s Campaign to address poverty and 
economic inequity barely a year before his death.   
 
Erby started the Lansing chapter of the campaign in November 
2019 after noticing how little was done to help the homeless peo-
ple she encountered. She also became one of three chairs for the 
Michigan Poor People’s Campaign coordinating committee. “I felt 

like it was a calling,” Erby said. 
 
Black Lives Matter Lansing and the nonprofit One Love Global founded an event to bail 
mothers out of jail in 2019.  
 
One of the people Erby found locked behind bars was a young woman Tracie who is now 21 
years old.  She was not a mother and still seemed to be very much a kid to Erby.  
 
“My No. 1 priority is keeping my family safe,” Erby said. “Then I focus my energy on things 
that will improve the quality of life for our people. And when I say people, I mean those who 
are Black, brown, indigenous, LGBTQ, marginalized and the rejected people.” 
 
“The training helps you become aware of things, not solve things,” she said. “The real work 
happens after that. Anyone who believes the problem is solved with one implicit bias training 
is missing the mark. People want to go to a racial healing circle but not look at the root causes 
first.” 
 
Erby and a business partner also created a youth camp in Lansing. The Next Young Phenom 
Foundation promotes STEM to children of color.  
 
The coronavirus pandemic shuttered the camp for the summer, so Erby turned her attention 
to collaborating with 40 organizations in the Lansing area to demand racial equity as part of 
the Poor People's Campaign.  The groups are demanding the criminal justice system be over-
hauled and are seeking to acquire properties from the Lansing School District and Ingham 
County to build community centers in low-income neighborhoods where most of the resi-
dents are people of color, among other demands.  
 
“It’s important to me to be with folks who are moving in a certain direction,” Erby said. “I can 
only talk about a problem for so long. I hate bullies. I love uplifting others.” 
 



- 6 - 

 

Hearing Tracie’s story made Erby deter-
mined to bail her out of jail, so she did with 
help from One Love Global. The nonprofit 
also purchased new clothes for Tracie 
shortly after her release.   
 
Erby took it one step further and legally 
took guardianship of Tracie, who came up 
through the foster care system and had 
very little support. Tracie suffered from 
mental illness, asthma and vision impair-
ment.  
 

“One of the reasons I pulled back from BLM 
was because I put so much energy into 
Tracie,” Erby said. “She has become part of 
my family. She lives with me. She got bap-
tized. She is sweet and appreciative.” 
 
Though Erby is no longer a day-to-day member of 
BLM Lansing, she supports the current leadership 
and attends local chapter events.  
 
Information for this bio was pulled from an article in the 
Lansing State Journal. Please feel free to contact LSJ report-
er Kristan Obeng at KObeng@lsj.com or 517-267-1344. Fol-
low her on Twitter @KrissyObeng for additional infor-
mation. 

https://twitter.com/krissyobeng
https://twitter.com/krissyobeng
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DEVOTION ………………………………………... Arnold Lakes  

 

BUSINESS MEETING………………..………...Mitzie Hall 

Roll Call 

Action: Amend Bylaws to accept online electronic 

 business sessions 

Action: Approval of Minutes 

 State of the Region……………...Eugene James 

 Finance Report 

 

OPENING 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

15 Who is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn 
of every creature: 

16 For by him were all 
things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principal-
ities, or powers: all things 
were created by him, and 
for him: 

Colossian 1:15 & 16 

 Commission and Committee Reports 

 New Business 

 a.   Sale of property at Crystal 

 b.   Sale of Battle Creek church and property 

 c.   Installation of New Board members 

 Guest Presentations 

  Carol Devine 

  LaShawn Erby 

  India Bobadilla 

Closing Worship 
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Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Michigan Region 
Minutes of the Business Meeting of the Regional Assembly 

Blaine Christian Church (DOC) 
May 4, 2019  

Moderator:  Mitzie Van Dongen called the Re-

gional Assembly’s business meeting to order at 

10:02 am with the opening  prayer.  

Roll Call of Churches:  Rick Modglin-Green, Sec-

retary  

Ann Arbor, Journey of Faith Christian Church 
 Alexandra McCauslin 
Arcadia, Blaine Christian Church 
 Russell Tiller, Terry VanHeyningen, Bonnie 

Putney 
Battle Creek, First Christian 
 Laura Clingenpeel, Kingery Clingenpeel 
Burt Lake, Burt Lake Christian Church 
 Glen McIntyre 
Luther, Church of Christ 
 none 
Cadillac, Clay Hill Christian Church 
 none 
Cadillac, First Christian  
 Mickey Yurack, Timothy Murtaugh, Kay 

Nicholas 
Canton, Beacon Hill Ministries 
 none 
Coral, Cowden Lake Christian Church 
 none 
Dearborn Heights, St. Paul's UCC 
 none 
Detroit, Bethany Christian Church 
 Carole Enwright 
Detroit, Northwestern 
 Verna Adams 
Detroit, Full Gospel Christian Church 
 none 
Detroit, United Christian Church 
 none 
Fremont, Fremont Christian Church 
 David Dickinson 
Ferndale Christian 
 Rev. Mitzie Hall 
Flint, Triumphant Temple of Praise 
 none 
Vermont Christian Church 
 none 
 

Flushing, New Covenant Christian Church 
 Rutha Boston-Smith, Edna Green-Perry, Ange-

lete Lakes, Teresa Peques, Alvin Pollard 
Grand Rapids, Cascade Christian Church 
 none 
Grand Rapids, Central Christian Church 
 Rev. Neil Topliffe, Ron Osgood 
Hastings, Woodgrove Brethren Christian Parish 
 none 
Hazel Park, Serenity Christian Church 
 none 
Ionia, First Christian Church 
 David Cook, Gloria Cook, Kevin Kinsinger 
Kalamazoo, Christian Church 
 Barbara Hemphill, Tasha Beischl, Suzanna 

Coleman 
Lansing, First Christian Church 
 Jerry McAllister, Doug Morgan 
Saginaw, First Christian Church-West 
 Barbara Pratt 
Swartz Creek, Unity Christian Church 
 none 
Traverse City, First Christian Church 
 Val Stone, Diana Dumouchelle 
Troy, Central Woodward Christian Church 
 Rev. Robert Conwall, Anne McCauslin, John 

McCauslin, Rev. Susan Menko, Russell Men-
ko, Rev. Maggie Mills, Rev. Rick Modglin-
Green, Diana Payton, Sarah Beth Simonds 

 
Staff 
 Rev. Eugene James, Regional Minister 
 Beverly Peeler, Administrative Assistant 
 
Guests: 
 Rev. India Bobadilla, Christian Church Foun-

dation 
 Dr. Ron Allen,  
 Rev. Sarah Renfro, Pension Fund representa-

tive 
 Rev. Tina Heck, UCCR 
 
Review and approval of May 2018 Regional As-

sembly Minutes:  Moved to accept as written. 
 Seconded and motion passed. 
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 Reports: 
 Moderator’s report:  Rev. Mitzie VanDongen 

Hall—Written report. 
 
 Regional Minister:  Rev. Eugene James. Writ-

ten report.  
 
 Eugene expressed his gratitude to the Region 

for donations to help First Christian Church, 
Battle Creek in their time of need following 
embezzlement. The $10,000 goal has been sur-
passed! 

 
 Commissions: 
Church Growth and Vitality:  Rev. Brenda Ether-

idge.  Written  report.   
 
Crystal:  Russ Tiller.  Written  Report.  Camp in-

formation was briefly discussed along with 
announcing that UCCR has begun manage-
ment of Crystal Conference Center. Eric 
Strommer was named Site Director, he was 
hired by UCCR. 

 
The commission submitted one action item for the 

assembly to consider.  
 
As part of UCCR, the region has two seats on 

their board.  The Commission recommends: Jill 
Forton & Neil Topliffe to be the representa-
tives of the Michigan Region.  MOTION 
PASSED! 

 
Ecumenism:  Jerry McAllister. Written report.   
 STEM—Classes are discontinued until further 

notice. 
 
 Rippling Hope-Expressed appreciation for 

the Grant from the region that was used for 
summer jobs/work skills.  

 
Ministry:  Rev. Robert Cornwall.  Written report. 

The commission is recommending requiring 
active retired clergy to have boundary training 
every five years in order to maintain standing. 
This is the same requirement that already ap-
plies to active clergy and is required in other 
regions. The commission is working on provid-
ing training in the Northern part of the region. 
Bob discussed the need for clergy to be better 
about reporting items of continuing education. 
He discussed the importance continuing edu-

cation; which can include books, seminars, lec-
tures and Assembly speakers.  

 
Motion to require Active Retired Clergy to have 

boundary training every five years to maintain 
standing.  PASSED! 

 
Regional Elders: No Report Submitted. 
 
Personnel: Rev. Julie Drews.  Written report.  
 
Stewardship & Finance: Sarah Beth Simonds, 

Written report.  Sarah Beth pointed out our 
financial position and that we have cash for 
the short-term but improvements are neces-
sary. She reviewed the financial statements.  

 
The reimbursement from the Ohio Region has 

been a great help in our budget. The question 
was asked “does Eugene get a portion of that 
reimbursement for the additional work?” The 
answer was that he does not get additional 
compensation. 

 
The kickstart campaign has 31 giving units giving 

directly to the region. 
 
Constituencies: 
Reconciliation:  Rick Boyd. Written report.  
 
Communications:  Neil Topliffe. Written Report.  

Recommendation to the Board to include 
$10,000 in the 2019-2020 budget to revamp the 
websites. 

 
Crystal Camp and Conference Center Property 

Sale Task Force: Doug Morgan, Written Re-
port.  

Moved to sell plot C for $65,000 offer that was 
received. Motion PASSED UNAMINOUSLY! 

Moved to empower the Task Force to move for-
ward to negotiate and complete the sale of plot 
B, above the $232,000 current offer; subject to 
the approval of the Executive Board.  Moved 
by John, seconded. Motion PASSED UN-
AMINOUSLY! 

 
Disciple’s Women’s Ministry:  Diana Payton. 

Written report.  
 

Men’s Ministry: Rial Hamann.  Written report.   
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conded Barbara Hemphill. Motion PASSED! 
 
Moderator moved to accept all reports.  Motion 
PASSED! 
 

Old Business: None  
 
 
New Business:    
 Nomination Committee: Written Report 
 Slate includes: 

Moderator—Mitzie Hall (on 2019) 
Vice-Moderator—Arnold Lakes 

(on 2019) 
Secretary—Rick Modglin-Green 

(on 2019) 
Treasurer—Sarah Beth Simonds 

(on 2019) 

  

Commissions: 
 Crystal: Tim & Jennifer Murtaugh 

(on 2019) 
 Church Growth & Vitality:  Maggie 

Mills (on 2019) 
 
 East District:  Rhonda Moore-

Lewis (on 2019) 
 General Ministry Partner:  India 

Bobadilla 
 Representative to General Board:  

Barbara Hemphill (on 2019) 
 

Motion to accept slate as presented, seconded.  
Passed Unanimously.  

 
Installation of Officers:  Rev. Eugene James.  

Meeting was adjourned at 11:50 am. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Rev. Rick Modglin-Green, Secretary  

Historian:  Rev. Nora Shumake.  No Report. 
   

Districts: 
 East:  Written report.  The district is reorgan-

izing. 
 North:  No report. 
 West:   No report. 
 
Representatives & Partners: 
Representative to the General Board:  Dr. Barba-

ra Hemphill.  No written report. 
General Ministry Partner:  India Bobadilla 
Representative from the United Church of 

Christ:  Campbell Lovett, Conference Minis-
ter, Michigan Conference.  Written report. 

Priorities Committee:  Recommends establishing 
a Task Force “2019-2020 Priorities & Beyond 
for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Michigan Region for the next 12-18 months, 
using the following guidelines: 

 Name a chair; Appoint 6-8 representatives 
from the CCMR leadership. Evaluate the re-
gion’s financial viability and staffing needs in 
the next 2-5 years. Call upon Commissions & 
regional groups to identify how they have 
served the region’s congregations in the past 
year. Ask each to identify one or two visions/
dreams for impacting the congregations in the 
next 2-3 years.  

 Activate a process for engaging ministers serv-
ing our congregations, local church leaders and 
members in their personal faith, visions, and 
desires that the region might support in the 
future. 

 
 Bring a report to the 2020 Regional Assembly 

with a one-year Interim Vision & Priorities for 
2020-2021, along with projections toward a 
proposed 2021 & Beyond Michigan Region  

 
Vision and Priorities. Moved by Dave Cook, se-
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Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Michigan Region 
Teleconference of the 

Executive Committee of the Board 
April 27, 2020   

Attendance: 
Mitzie Hall, Moderator 
Arnold Lakes, Vice-Moderator 
Sarah Beth Simonds, Treasurer 
Rick Modglin-Green, Secretary 
Barbara Hemphill, Representative to the General 
Board 
 
Call to Order and Opening Prayer—Eugene James 
 
Presentation of the item of business—Mitzie Hall 
 
A request from the American Legion to suspend 
the rents due in June, July and August due to the 

coronavirus and stay at home orders along with 
the Regional Assembly being moved to August de-
laying the sell. 
 
Sarah Beth Simonds Moved to approve the request 
and suspend the rent for June, July and August for 
the American Legion post.  Seconded, motion car-
ried unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rick Modglin-Green, Secretary 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Michigan 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Michigan Region 
Board Meeting 

June 13, 2020  Via Zoom 

Meeting was called to order at 1:35pm by Mitzie 
Hall,  Moderator 
Roll Call:  Rick Modglin-Green, Secretary 
In Attendance: 
Moderator:  Mitzie Hall  (on 2017) 
Vice Moderator: Arnold Lakes, Sr. (on 2017) 
Secretary: Rick Modglin-Green (on 2017, 19) 
 
Commissions: 
Finance and Stewardship:  Sarah Beth Simonds 
(2nd term 2017, 19)  
Commission on Ministry: Robert Cornwall (on 
2016)  
Crystal Commission: Tim Murtaugh 
Personnel Commission: Julie Drews (on 2014) 
Church Growth & Vitality:  Maggie Mills (on 
2019) 
Ecumenism: Jerry McAllister (on 2014)—
ABSENT 
 
Constituencies & Committees: 
Women’s Ministry: Sarah Beth Simonds, Consult-
ant (on 2012) 
Women’s Ministry: Diana Payton (on 2012)  

Disciple’s Men’s Ministry: Rial Hamann (on 2014)
—ABSENT  
YACF:  VACANT 
East District: Rhonda Moore-Lewis (on 2019)—
ABSENT 
West District:  VACANT 
North District: VACANT 
Reconciliation Committee: VACANT 
 
Members at Large: 
Randall Bertand (on 2013) ABSENT 
Barbara Hemphill (on 2014) 
Yvonne Christopher (on 2017) ABSENT 
Pat Howe (on 2016)—ABSENT  
 
General Ministry Partner: 
India Bobadilla of CCF (on 2018): ABSENT 
Regional Representative to the General Board: 
Barbara Hemphill (on 2015, 19) 
Representative from the UCC’s—ABSENT 
 
Staff: 
Regional Minister—Eugene James 
Office Manager—Beverly Peeler—ABSENT 
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Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Michigan Region 
Teleconference of the 

Executive Committee of the Board 
July 16, 2020 6:30 pm 

Attendance: 
Mitzie Hall, Moderator 
Arnold Lakes, Vice-Moderator—ABSENT/email 
Sarah Beth Simonds, Treasurer—ABSENT/email 
vote 
Rick Modglin-Green, Secretary 
Barbara Hemphill, Representative to the General 
Board—ABSENT/email 
Eugene James—Regional Minister 
 
Call to Order and Opening Prayer—Eugene James 
 
Presentation of the item of business—Mitzie Hall 
 
Regional Assembly Agenda: 
 

Financial Report 
Election of officers 
Proposal land sales 

 

Motion to approve the agenda items listed above 
for new business for the August 8, 2020 Regional 
Assembly. 
 
Moved by Mitie, Seconded by Rick 
 
Motion:  Carried  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rick Modglin-Green, Secretary 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Michigan 

 
Guests: 
Doug Morgan, Neil Topliffe, John McCauslin 
 
Call to Order: Mitzie Hall, Moderator 
Opening Prayer and Devotion: Eugene James 
Mitzie opened by discussing the reason for the 
meeting is to vote to have the Regional Assembly 
that is scheduled for August 8, 2020 to be con-
ducted via zoom per the request of the planning 
committee. 

Discussion centered around if the current 
Constitution and By-laws required in per-
son attendance.  The Constitution and By-
laws do not appear to require in person 
attendance, but it was decided to vote to 
suspend the rules to allow virtual meetings 
in case a conflict arise. 

MOTION:  To suspend the rules to allow this 
meeting of the Regional Board to be conducted 
virtually.  Moved by Bob Cornwall, seconded; mo-
tion passed. 
 

MOTION: To hold the August 8,2020 Regional 
Assembly virtually. Moved by Bob Cornwall, se-
conded; motion passed.  

Discussion centered around how to con-
duct voting via Zoom.  Neil has researched 
and voting and recording are available.  
Zoom will record voting and a video re-
cording of the meeting can also be kept. A 
registration fee will continue to be charged 
to cover the speaker, license requirements 
and additional mailing costs that may be 
necessary. 

 
Meeting was closed in prayer at 2:10 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rick Modglin-Green, Secretary 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Michigan 
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Regional Minister’s Report—Rev. Eugene James 
 

Christians are supposed not merely to endure change, nor even to profit by it, but to cause it. 

—Harry Emerson Fosdick 

 There is no question that we have had to 
endure a tremendous disruption in many aspects 
of our lives because of the covid-19 pandemic, in-
cluding how we gather as communities of faith for 
worship, study, and fellowship. As the Regional 
Church, we are facing change beyond what has 
been caused by the effects of the pandemic.  

 The work of the Vison 2021 & Beyond 
Task Group is the beginning of the process that 
will bring fundamental change to the form and 
function of the way the Michigan Region fulfills 
the mission and ministry to which God is calling 
us. There are many internal and external factors 
that will impact the discussions and decisions 
that will occur. Preparing for this requires a very 
serious evaluation of our financial status, what 
future leadership will be, the effectiveness of our  
communication strategy, how well we meet the 
needs of clergy and congregations, and considera-
tion of changes that will affect Regions across the 
denomination. This is a formidable endeavor, but 
we are blessed to have gifted and committed per-
sons who have taken up the challenge. Please re-
member the Task Group when you pray. 

 I have been impressed and encouraged by 
the creativity and innovation of clergy and congre-
gations to worship, study, and fellowship using 
technology, social media, and electronic communi-
cation platforms. Many congregations have expe-
rienced an increase in attendance, not only from 

members who have not been active, but also from 
persons connecting from across the country and  
from around the world. This is truly a blessing 
that has emerged from this pandemic. 

 The recommendation and decision to have 
a virtual Regional Assembly came as a result of the 
effectiveness and efficiency we have experienced 
using the Zoom platform for meetings and clergy 
gatherings. Because of the pandemic, the  Clergy 
Retreat held annually at the St. Francis Confer-
ence and Retreat  Center had to be cancelled. In-
stead we had a virtual Retreat which had great 
participation with meaningful discussion and a  
true sense of connectedness. The clergy made the 
decision to meet virtually every month based on 
that experience. 

 The decision by the Crystal Commission 
to recommend that the camps scheduled for the 
season be cancelled was very difficult but prudent. 
A large majority of the Regions across the country 
have made the same difficult decision. 

 The Visiting Regional Ministers from Ken-
tucky, West Virginia – Pennsylvania, Indiana, and 
Michigan continue our work in support of the 
clergy and congregations in the Christian Church 
in Ohio. Using the Zoom platform to participate 
in and conduct meetings has drastically reduced 
the amount of time spent traveling. The agreement 
is to serve until the end of the year, but will con-

Moderator’s Report—Rev. Mitzie Hall 

Because of modern technology, we are able to meet 
today.  Zoom has made it possible to prepare to-
day’s program and to conduct church business.  
We are able to approve the sale of property at 
Crystal as well as the Battle Creek Church. 
 
Because of Zoom, we are able to confirm the nomi-
nations to the Regional Board: Gwen Pettway for 
the Committee on Church Growth and Vitality as 
well as Doug Morgan and Neil Topliffe as Mem-
bers at Large.  

 
All of you who serve and continue to be faithful 

workers for the region, THANK YOU! 
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tinue beyond for a few months until the search for 
a new Regional Minister, which has begun, is com-
pleted. 

 I’m sorry to report that two long time con-
gregations have withdrawn from Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ): First Christian 
Church, Petoskey and First Christian Church, 
Dowagiac. 

 The covid-19 pandemic has interrupted the 
process but Pastor Steven Perry and the Word En-
counter Church are anticipating affiliating with 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). They 
are working closely with the Church Growth and 
Vitality Commission.  

 Rev. Vickie Wright has initiated a new 
church project with the support and guidance of 
the Church Growth and Vitality Commission. She 
participated in the training sponsored by New 
Church Ministries in Indianapolis and received a 
positive assessment of her aptitude to be success-
ful.  

 Rev. David Dickinson has retired after 
serving as the Senior Pastor of Fremont Christian 
Church for twenty-four years. He served a term as 
chair of the Regional Commission on the Ministry. 

 Since our last Regional Assembly, three of 
our clergy have transitioned from life to life eternal. 
Rev. Russell Fuller, who retired after serving as the 
Senior Pastor of Memorial Christian Church for 
forty years. Rev. Viola Greene, the founding pastor 
of True Foundation Christian Church, Flint which 
was a unique ministry of children and some par-
ents. Rev. Francine Thomas, who served in a sup-
porting role in several congregations. 

 Volunteers are a vital asset to the ministry 
of the Regional Church. Beverly Hefke was a volun-
teer in the Regional office who served faithfully for 
many years. Her dedication and experience were a 
tremendous blessing. Receiving a plate of her 
homemade sweets was a Christmas highlight. She 
is greatly missed.  

 There are many challenges as well as oppor-
tunities that lie ahead and by God’s grace the 
Christian Church (Disciples of  Christ ) Michigan 
Region will continue to be relevant and purposeful 
as we strive to fulfill the mission and ministry to 
which God has called us. 
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Commissions 

 
Church Growth and Vitality—Rev. Maggie Mills 
Commission members: JoElla Coles, Rev. Rick Modglin-Green, Rev. Dr. Francis Gilliard, 
Rev. Eugene James, ex-officio 

The Commission on Church Growth & Vitality 
has been working with two potential new church 
starts and one congregation seeking affiliation 
with the Michigan Region (Disciples of Christ).   
Potential workshops were discussed to nurture 
existing congregations. The current situation of 
the coronavirus has slowed progress.  We have 
met via Zoom but visits in person are not possible 
at this time.   
 
Free Spirit Christian Church is an on-line congre-
gation.  Free Spirit Christian Church is under the 
leadership of Rev. Alan Terlep, an ordained Disci-
ples of Christ pastor with standing in the Michi-
gan Region.  The Commission has met with Rev. 
Terlep in person.  He is forming administrative 
structures for the congregation. 
 
Another new church start is Kingdom Building 
God’s Church (Disciples of Christ).  They are un-
der the leadership of Rev. Vickie Wright.  Rev. 
Wright is an ordained Disciples of Christ pastor 
with standing in the Michigan Region.  Their 
plans for utilizing a building were changed due to 
the coronavirus.  They are currently doing Bible 
study on-line. Their core group is ten people.  
Their work will stay on-line at this time. 

Word Encounter Church is seeking affiliation 
with the Michigan Region.  The Region received 
their application for affiliation form on February 
18, 2020.  The Commission has met with their pas-
tor, Steven A. Perry, and his wife.  Information 
about the Disciples of Christ has been shared with 
their congregation.  Rev. Eugene James has 
preached for their congregation.  The next step is 
the process is for the commission to meet with the 
leadership of the congregation and visit their wor-
ship service.  These steps have been delayed due to 
the coronavirus.  When the commission is able to 
follow through with these steps, a meeting the 
commission will discuss if Word Encounter 
Church is a good fit for our region.  If they are 
deemed so, they will be recommended to be Under 
Care as a congregation and the Administrative 
Committee will be informed. 
 
There are no concerns at this time. The Commis-
sion brings no recommendations to the Board and/
or Assembly. 
 
The Commission has one project in consideration. 
That is a workshop on Finance. 
 
 

Crystal—Timothy Murtaugh 
Commission Members: Dave Cook,  Jill Forton,  Jennifer Murtaugh, Erika Dvorak, Mi 

Due to the coronavirus, we had to cancel our 
camping program this summer. However, we did 
open the Conference Center for short term rentals 
in July. There are many bookings for our facilities. 
Eric Strommer is serving as our site director.  
 
We continue to be in relationship with UCCR. It 
does our management and marketing. We have a 
tentative schedule for our camping program for 
2021 and hope to be able to welcome campers 
again then.  
 
Our main concern for 2020 is that due to the can-
celation of our camping program, we anticipate a 

financial loss for this year. However, the bookings 
we have for short term rentals are helping our bot-
tom line.  
 
We are in the process of developing a system to 
evaluate our rentals and camping program. Sur-
veys are being arranged for this purpose.  
 
We are in conversation with the Benzire/

Leelaneau Health Department to make one of our 

buildings a place where someone could live should 

they be in quarantine.  
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Ecumenism—Jerry McAllister 

Activities: 
For the Disciples of Christ in Michigan, Ecu-
menism means respecting and valuing other 
peoples and traditions and working together 
with others toward Christ-Centered goals. 
The Michigan Region partners with other 
church traditions and community groups to 
work in ecumenical ways. 
 
Covid19 Pandemic: 
Because of the extreme Covid19 Pandemic and 
the need to practice Social Isolation most pro-
jects and activities had to be put on hold. 
Many Rippling Hope activities take place out-
doors and so some could be continued on a 
limited basis. 
 
Gospel In Action: 
Gospel In Action is a program of the Region 
which helps coordinate active mission work 
within the Region. It functions by creating lo-
cal committee groups to identify and respond 
to needs in their areas. The local groups devel-
op projects in partnership with other local 
churches and community groups and invites 
volunteer groups and individuals as well as 
agencies and businesses to contribute work 
and resources for addressing the needs that 
have been lifted up. 

In Detroit, Gospel In Action partners especial-
ly with Rippling Hope, a non-profit organiza-
tion based in Northwestern Detroit, but also 
with other Detroit based groups to work in 
blighted areas of Detroit. 
 
Carole Enwright has submitted a summary 
report from the Detroit Gospel In Action and 
Rippling Hope. I refer your attention to this 
report. 
 
Needs: 
The main need for each of the ecumenical pro-
grams is always for local leaders and pastors to 
bring these activities and events to the atten-
tion of their congregations and encourage, 
even assist people to participate. 
 
Of course material and funding support is al-
ways needed, but volunteers and participants 
are the most important need. 

Rippling Hope Report— 
Carole Enwright 

Rippling Hope is thankful for the support of the 
Michigan Region and we welcome this opportuni-
ty to update you on our activities. 
 
The Pandemic has greatly affected all non-profits 
and it certainly has affected us.  We have had only 
three workdays since the first week of March 
which were local groups who came to work for 
one day. As a result, we have lost a major revenue 
source.  With groups we are strictly following all 
safety protocols.  We are only doing outside work 
in small teams, we honor physical distancing 
while working, we require masks, and groups have 
brought their own lunches. We have 175 applica-
tions from homeowners for work so we definitely 
will not be running out of work opportunities. 

We were thankful to receive a Reconciliation 
grant from the Michigan Region and Carl 
Zerweck, our Director, is using that money to hire 
local young men to help him with neighborhood 
jobs. 
 
When we realized in March that we would not 
have a normal year, we decided to develop a Com-
munity Garden in the backyard of the Mission 
House and the vacant lot next door.  We currently 
have 18 4’x8’ raised garden beds all full of various 
kinds of produce.  (Go to Rippling Hope’s Face-
book page to see photos of the garden.)  Carl re-
ceived a grant from In Our Back Yard and from 
University Christian Church, Fort Worth, TX 
which helped with this project and has enabled us 
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Finance and Stewardship—Sarah Beth Simonds 

to hire a local young woman to be caretaker of the 
garden. As of July 15 food had been given out to 38 
people and that number will greatly increase in 
August, September and October.  We have also 
recently been blessed with donations of used 
building materials and have already built 7 new 
beds to expand the garden for next year. 
 
On August 1, we participated in Neighborhoods 
Day sponsored by Arise Detroit which was empha-

sizing at home projects this year.  We met at the 
Rippling Hope Center, cleaned up an adjoining area 
of Joy Road and grilled hot dogs which were given 
to those who stopped by.  
 
We welcome volunteers/groups that can come for a 
day and, of course,  
we welcome monetary donations.  Please help us if 
you can.  Thanks again for your support. 
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Personnel Commission—Julie Drews 

Our Commission reports the following: We have 
dealt with couple of concerns that have arisen dur-
ing the Covid-19 and other causes.  
 
We have also met a couple of times since the last 
board meeting with the hopes of moving forward 
with putting into place the plan brought forth at 
the last board meeting of hiring a part-time Office 
Administrative Assistant, that would be training 
under Beverly as of September, to be able to take 
over when she retires at the end of 2020. We also 
began looking at the possibility of a Regional Em-
ployee handbook, to pre-address any employment 
questions and issues in the future.  
 
We have a concern, that while the recommenda-
tion to move forward on the hiring of a part-time 
Office Administrative Assistant was recommended 
at the last board meeting, we did not receive any 
response or go ahead. As the month of September 
is fast approaching, we need some directive if this 
is approved, and as to how to proceed officially 
from the board. If this is approved, that would in-

clude what might be possible as far as what we 
might be able to offer said employee. 
 
We are also concerned that there is a committee 
looking at the future of the region, but no one from 
our commit . 
 
At the last board meeting, we recommended to 
move forward with hiring a part time Administra-
tive Assistant. While we were not able to attend, 
to our knowledge that was not acted upon. We 
will reattach those recommendations. Future pro-
jects under consideration: We had hoped to work 
on putting together an Employee handbook for the 
Region, helping to take away any future issues or 
confusion of what is expected on either an em-
ployee’s part or the Regions. However, we have 
realized, that we do not have knowledge of many 
of the workings of the Region, i.e. benefits, holi-
days, policies, etc. Because of this, as well as not 
knowing future plans for the Region, it would 
make attempting to craft an employee handbook 
problematic at this time.  
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Constituencies 

Disciples Women’s Ministry—Diana 
Payton 

Committee/Commission Members: Diana Pay-
ton, Cindy Redman, Sarah Beth Simonds, Rhonda 
Moore-Lewis, Vicki Kirby, BJ Essen, Kathy Lin-
ville, Carole Enwright, Lynnette Pace, Tina 
Turner, Pam Morgan 

 

our Commission/Committee reports the following 
activities and programs: 

 2019 June Retreat was attended by 40 women.   

 2020 June Retreat, (June 26-28,2020) regret-
fully, this retreat was cancelled.  Thanks to the 
women of Ann Arbor Journey of Faith congre-
gation for their time spent in planning.   

 Date was set for 2020 WIFHL Event 
(Women’s Institute for Higher Living) – Sept 
26, 2020 – no location decision yet  -   not sure 
if this will have to be a ZOOM gathering. 

 Diana attended the Disciple Women’s Leader-
ship Conference in January 2020.   

 The NIRF (Northeast Inter-Regional Fellow-
ship) women at gathering are planning a 
NIRF retreat to happen in Charleston, WV, 

July 15-17, 2022     (date has been changed to 
not conflict with the Convocation 20-23, 2022)  

 Disciples Women Leadership has chosen 
“SPARKING JOY” as a Mission Project for 
2020.  Diana will send information out to Disci-
ple Women groups in region.  This is based on 
popular ‘tidying up’ movement.  As we ‘tidy up’ 
we are encouraged to find local charity organi-
zations that can benefit from what we no long-
er need.  

 
We are concerned about the need to fill the follow-
ing commission positions: East & North District 
representatives, & President & Vice President. 

 
We have no recommendations to bringing to the 
Assembly. 
 
Future projects under consideration:  NIRF Disci-
ples Women Retreat – July 15-17, 2022 in 
Charleston, WV at Saint John XXIII Pastoral 
Center.  
  
2021 Michigan Disciple Women Retreat?  June 
2021?? 

 

Disciples Men Retreat—Russ Tiller 
 
The CCMR Disciples Men’s Retreat will be held 
next year, September 17-19, 2021 at Crystal Con-
ference  Center.  Alex Ruth, planned speaker for 
this years postponed retreat, has graciously 
agreed to lead our discussion. This years theme 
was to be centered around “Being our Brothers 
Keeper” and I believe Alex will incorporate this 
along with other challenging ideas to the group.  
 The cost for the weekend is anticipated to be 
$150.00 and would  include meals, lodging, pro-
gram materials and a whole lot of good fun 
&  mens fellowship.  
 
 Updated program/registration information will 
be sent out in the 2nd quarter of next year.  Now 

is a great time to put this date on your 2021 calen-
dars. Remember September 17-19 @ CRYSTAL 
CONFERENCE CENTER!   
 
To borrow a phrase from one of our armed forces 
branch, “we need a few good men!” at Crystal in 
September of 2021. Please consider joining us! 

 



- 57 - 

 

Communication—Neil Topliffe 
 
Completely Rebuilt the MichiganDisciples.org 

and CrystalCommission.org websites, up-
dating and upgrading them, using the 
WordPress web design format, making for 
greater flexibility in maintaining the sites 
and better options for future maintenance 
and support.  

There have been 46 “Michigan Disciples eNews” 
distributed since the last Assembly with 
an average open rate of 125 out of 385.  

Email notices have been emailed to ministers and 
church leaders on a regular basis from the 
Regional Office 

Facebook has 220+ readers and followers with 
more than 180 new posts added in the past 

year. Crystal continues to be the most pop-
ular read post. The recent ad boost an-
nouncing availability of Crystal for short 
term rentals to families and small groups 
reached 12,000 Facebook users, with 2,200 
post engagements. This ad helped generate 
new rentals for Crystal this summer.  

 
Concerns of your group at this time: 
New leadership will be needed for this committee 

and the various social media platforms in 
the coming year.  

 
We bring no recommendations to the Assembly, 
and there are no future projects under considera-
tion. 
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General Ministry Partner—India Bobadilla 
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Nominating Committee Report 

 

The Nominating Committee presents the following slate for regional offices, chairpersons of 
standing commissions, and members-at-large of the Regional Board. First term nominations 
are in red. 
 
Moderator—Mitzie Hall (on 2019) 
Vice-Moderator—Arnold Lakes, Sr. (on 2019) 
Secretary— Rick Modglin-Green (on 2019) 
Treasurer—Sarah Beth Simonds (on 2019) 
 
COMMISSIONS 

Finance and Stewardship—Sarah Beth Simonds (on 2017) 
Commission on Ministry—Robert Cornwall (on 2016) 
Crystal Commission—Tim and Jennifer Murtaugh (on 2019) 
Personnel—Julie Drews (on 2014) 
Church Growth and Vitality— Gwen Pettway (on 2020) 
Ecumenism—Jerry McAllister (on 2014) 

 
CONSTITUENCIES AND COMMITTEES 

Women’s Ministry—Diana Payton (on 2015) 
Men’s Ministry— 
YACF— 
East District—Rhonda Moore-Lewis (on 2019) 
West District— 
North District— 
Reconciliation Committee—Rev. Richard Boyd (on 2017) 

 
MEMBERS AT LARGE 

 
GENERAL MINISTRY PARTNER 
 India Bobadilla 
 
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE TO THE GENERAL BOARD 

Barbara J. Hemphill (on 2019) 
 
REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE United Church of Christ 
  
  
If you would like to be considered for future positions, please notify the chair of the nominat-
ing committee or the regional minister, Rev. Eugene James.  

Yvonne Christopher (on 2017) 
Richard Harmon (on 2016) 
Patricia Howe (on 2018) 

Glen McIntyre (on 2018) 
Neil Topliffe (on 2020) 
Douglas Morgan (on 2020) 
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Vision 2021 & Beyond Task Group   

Chairperson: Neil Topliffe 

Committee Members: Anne McCauslin, Bill Luse, Gregory Gladding, Tim Murtaugh, 

Mitzi Hall, Eugene James 

our Commission/Committee reports the following activities and programs: 

Three meetings/conference calls reviewing prior work of the Strategic Ministry Planning Committee, 
including recommendations for moving forward  

In light of staff transitions in the coming year and ongoing financial challenges, we recommended and 
received approval from the Regional Board to contract with Hope Partnership of Disciples Church 
Extension Fund to lead us in a study toward best options for the Region in the coming years.  

Under leadership of Rick Morse, a preliminary research phase has been completed, as has a 4 hour Zoom 
planning meeting with Regional Board members and one-on-one phone interviews with several con-
gregational clergy. SEE Morse Update attached.  

Two Zoom writing sessions have been scheduled for August 29 and September 12, drawing upon a 63 
page collection of data and interviews from Morse. Writing team members are: Anne McCauslin, 
Tim Murtaugh, Rick Modglin-Green, Yvonne Christopher, Neil Topliffe, Eugene James. A final re-
port from Morse is expected in the fall. 
 

Concerns of your group at this time: 
Finding effective ways, once the Hope Partnership study has been completed, to engage the Region lead-

ership and congregations in determining the future story and direction for the Region that impacts 
our church members and communities with the Word.  

 
Actions/recommendations your group is bringing to the Board: 

None 
 
Future projects under consideration: 

Vision 2021 & Beyond TG to develop next steps following the completion of study. 
 

Regional Assembly Update 

Despite a global pandemic, the Region has moved ahead in gathering information and insights as it forms it 
vision for 2021 and beyond.  We are now about 75% complete with the process, and on schedule to present a 
Future Story, with a plan for living into that story by late fall.  Here is a sneak peek so far: 

 

Research:  The research phase looked closely at the Lower Peninsula of Michigan and its dynamics.  It 
looked in depth at each congregation in the region, and their development.  It also took into account the so-
cioeconomics of each ministry area, and the potential of each congregation.  The research looked closely at 
Regional Finances what the region provides in terms of program and support of congregations.  Included in 
that research was a close look at the camping program and facility, along with trends.  This research was 
presented to a group of regional leaders who identified implications for the future of the Region back in 
March. 

Input:  Based on the insight of the regional leaders in March, a survey was designed and input was sought 
from clergy and lay leaders in congregations.  After repeated invitations, 41 clergy or nearly 50% of retired 
and active clergy responded to the survey, which was a good sample.  In addition, we received input from 83 
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lay leaders, who represented 68% of the congregations in the Michigan region.   

 

The survey was designed using Appreciative Inquiry methods.  It points to ways in which our congregations 
engage the region, what they value, and “why” they believe the region exists.  This will be invaluable for the 
writing team.   

 

Input was also sought from 10 leaders in the Region who had extensive history with the Region, its functions 
and program.  Each of these leaders were interviewed for about 45 minutes, and provided in depth insight 
about the region, what is working, and what is not.  Verbatim of these interviews were provided to the writ-
ing team as well. 

 

All of the research, survey and interview information has culminated in a 62-page report which the writing 
team is currently reading.  Hundreds of pages of information collected so far support that document. 

 

Next Steps:  On August 29th, the writing team will gather via zoom, and begin the process of answering three 
main questions.  1)  Why do congregations need a Region, and what would an excellent Region be offering 
clergy and congregations.  2)  How will an effective Region deliver support to congregations, while plugging 
them into the broader mission of the Disciples of Christ.  And 3) What will we be doing as a result.   The an-
swers to these questions will be shaped into a future story, that helps us imagine our Region in the future.   

 

You will note that we are dealing extensively with the WHY question, before we determine HOW.  Most 
planning process jump right into answering “what are we going to do” before we ask, “Why do we need a re-
gion in the first place.”   

 

Once the story is developed, the consultant will develop a Capacity Plan with timelines, budgets, staffing 
plans etc. by the end of November. 

 

The Michigan Region has some challenges and assets.  This is an amazing region with 3 distinctive socio-
economic groups that normally have little in common, except our belief in our unity in Jesus Christ.  This re-
gion has overcome some enormous challenges and found ways to persevere.  It has deeply committed clergy, 
and congregations that look beyond themselves.  This has been a fascinating journey so far. 

 

I am grateful for the opportunity to work with you all as we seek clarity about God’s call for the Disciples in 
Michigan.  I am hopeful you will all hold the writing team in your thoughts and prayers as we unleash our im-
aginations and focus our resources towards helping our congregations connect people to God’s mission.   

 

Rev. Dr. Rick Morse 

Church Extension Facilitator 
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Task Force for the Sale Of Crystal—Douglas Morgan 
Committee Members—Russell Tiller and Sara Beth Simonds 

Task Force recommends acceptance of $40,000 

offer to purchase 0.2 acres south of and adjacent 

to Lot 80 of Assessors Plat No2. A copy of the sur-

vey of the proposed increase the lot size is at-

tached. 

 

The purchase of this 0.2 acres would increase their 

lot size enough to allow the dividing of it into lots 

meeting the current township zoning criteria. 

 

A Memorandum of Understanding is being final-

ized between the lot owners and CCMR to: 

 Convert the purchase offer to the greater of 

$40,000 or 20% of the sale of the new lot will 

be created by the dividing property after this 

sale. 

 Limit the amount pf attorney’s fees retained 

from the property sale by the lot owners and 

CCMR to an agreed amount. 

 If the newly created lot does not sell reasona-

bly quickly, the lot owners retain the right to 

withdraw the offer. 
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Task Force for the Sale of Battle Creek, First Christian Church 

Committee Members Laura and Kingery Cligenpeel, John McCauslin in consultation with 

Belinda King, Vice President Disciples Church Extension Fund 

This task force recommends that the Regional Assembly confirm the December 20, 2019 approval of the Exec-

utive Committee for the sale of Battle Creek first Christian Church property, which is owned by CCMR, to 

the American Legion Battle Creek SSG Michael A. Dickinson11 Post II Post 257 for $150,000. And that the 

property be leased to the American Legion Post for 1,000 per month until the sale can be closed. 
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CALL TO WORSHIP ............................... Eugene James 

HYMN ................................... For the Beauty of the Earth 

RECOGNITION OF OUTGOING BOARD MEMBERS 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 

Gwen Pettway, Chair…………………..Church Growth and Vitality Commission 

Douglas Morgan………….. At large Regional Board Member 

Neil Topliffe ………… At Large Regional Board Member 

COMMUNION 

CLOSING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION 

 

 

 

 

CLOSING 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

15 Who is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn 
of every creature: 

16 For by him were all 
things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principal-
ities, or powers: all things 
were created by him, and 
for him: 

 Colossian 1:15 & 16 


